
Parish Clerk – Abi Brown 
07584 679526 

clerk@walkernparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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Development Management 7th April 2026 

East Herts Council 

Wallfields 

Pegs Lane 

Hertford 

Hertfordshire 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Reference : 3/26/0180/HH 

Address : 90 Stevenage Road, Walkern 

Proposal : New vehicular access, dropped kerb and front garden parking 

Walkern Parish Council previously submitted a 'no comment' response to this application. However, 

following further discussion with the neighbouring property at 92 Stevenage Road and a more 

detailed review of the material planning issues raised, the Council has reconsidered its position. 

Walkern Parish Council now wishes to support the objection submitted by the residents of 92 

Stevenage Road. The Council considers that the concerns raised demonstrate clear and material 

planning harm when assessed against the East Herts District Plan (2018). 

1 Residential Amenity 

The Parish Council considers that the proximity of the parking area to the neighbouring property at 

No. 92 results in: 

• An overbearing impact on the principal ground-floor living room window 

• A significant reduction in daylight and natural light 

• Additional light pollution from headlights and vehicle movements 

These impacts materially harm the residential amenity of No. 92 and conflict with the amenity 

protections set out in the District Plan. 

2 Harm to Historic Character and Street Scene 

Nos. 90–96 Stevenage Road form a coherent and historically significant terrace of early workers' 

cottages. The introduction of a modern driveway and hardstanding: 

• Disrupts the uniformity of the terrace 

• Erodes the traditional rural frontage 

• Introduces a suburban feature that is out of keeping with the established character 
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The Parish Council considers this harmful to the heritage character and setting of the terrace, 

contrary to relevant HA policies. 

3 Impact on Rural Landscape Character 

The cottages face an important conservation meadow that contributes to the rural setting of this 

part of Walkern. The hardstanding and regular parking of a large vehicle detract from this landscape 

character and alter the visual relationship between the cottages and the meadow. 

4 Availability of Existing Rear Parking 

The Parish Council notes that the property already benefits from an established off-street parking 

area located at the rear of the long garden. The applicant has stated that this space is "not 

practicable or accessible, particularly in low light or when unloading shopping or assisting an elderly 

family member." 

However, these reasons do not justify the creation of a new parking area at the front of the 

property. Many properties have rear or side parking accessed via longer garden plots, and this is not 

considered unusual or unreasonable in planning terms. Practical convenience for the applicant 

cannot outweigh the demonstrable harm caused to: 

• The residential amenity of the neighbouring property 

• The historic character of the terrace 

• The rural landscape setting 

Furthermore, the rear parking area remains fully functional and available for use. The existence of a 

viable off-street parking solution significantly weakens the case for introducing a second, visually 

intrusive parking space that conflicts with District Plan policies. 

5 Highways Position 

While Hertfordshire Highways has raised no objection, the Parish Council notes that: 

• Highways comments relate solely to safety 

• Amenity, heritage and design impacts remain the responsibility of the Local Planning 

Authority 

The concerns raised by the neighbouring residents fall squarely within these planning 

considerations. 

6 Conclusion 

Walkern Parish Council considers that the proposal conflicts with several policies of the East Herts 

District Plan (2018), particularly those relating to residential amenity, heritage character and rural 

landscape setting.  

For these reasons, the Parish Council supports the objection submitted by the residents of No. 92 

and respectfully requests that East Herts Council refuses planning permission. 
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Yours faithfully 

on behalf of Walkern Parish Council 

 

 

Abi Brown 

Clerk to Walkern Parish Council 


