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Foreword  

The residents of Walkern recognise that the unique location of the parish give s all  its 
inhabitants the many benefits of living in the beautiful surroundings of the Mid Beane 
Valley. The Village is surrounded by agricultural fields lined with , in some cases, 
ancient hedgerows, native woodland, wildflowers among our grass verges and a 
variety of walks for our wellbeing and interest.  

The Beane chalk stream runs through the parish and over many years residents have 
enjoyed the stream by paddling in it and feedin g the resident ducks and, on occasions, 
the fish too. Our wildlife is abundant from visiting birds, which many residents feed 
and make homes for. We also have a herd of deer regularly passing through the village 
over the fields to Box Wood, kingfishers liv ing and nesting near to humans and foxes 
and badgers taking a walk down the High Street or through our back gardens. Then 
there are also slow worms, frogs and hedgehogs that survive largely thanks to 
residents who make sure there is enough food and shelter . 

Walkern has a vast history from families that can trace their lineage back several 
generations, to the many interesting, listed  buildings and our two remaining listed 
churches both of which have their own history. Firstly , St. Maryõs with links to the 
Doomsday Book and then secondly, the United Reformed Church with its rare tree just 
quietly observing passers-by. Our three graveyards are cut and tidied by volunteers as 
well as paid gardeners and again they hold interesting information, which a resident 
has documented. Our War Memorial also has its stone cleaned and area tidied by two 
dedicated volunteers.  

Most of the village is in a conservation area. The Walkern Sports and Community 
Centre has been operating for many years but is truly coming into its own  now with a 
dedicated committee of volunteers hiring out the updated hall to people inside and 
outside of the village for a variety of events. The sports field is appealing to various 
age groups with a variety of outdoor fitness equipment suitable for all residents from 
the age of fourteen including some equipment specifically designed for less abled 
users. The field for football and cricket is regularly mown and well -tended with 
benches to sit at and enjoy the surroundings , as well as fitness classes inside and out 
and there are also further plans to provide additional outdoor services for the benefit 
of all residents soon. 

The central play area for younger children has had a recent makeover and is about to 
have further improvements made for safety reasons and to give the area more appeal 
to parents and children alike , with further shrub planting and play equipment 
planned. Our primary and nursery schools give our children a healthy green area to 
learn and play in and they are an integral part of our communi ty.  

Finally,  and most importantly there are the people themselves , many of whom 
volunteer to help others by running clubs, producing the Walkern Journal ten times 
per annum, running and supplying a food bank at St. Maryõs, helping maintain the 
churches and grounds, using their skills wherever required. Our allotment ground plots 
are fully occupied with tenants working hard to grow a variety of fruit and vegetables 
throughout the seasons. 

We have a choice of two cafes and two public houses offering residents , visitors, 
cyclists and walkers a place to rest as well as eat and drink. Walkern is lucky to have a 
well -stocked local shop at the heart of the community.  

All the above helps to make Walkern a thriving village and a pleasant place to bring up 
children, w alk the dog, retire to and ultimately to enjoy the beautiful countryside.  
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The Localism Act, which came into being in November 2011, devolves greater powers 
to councils and neighbourhoods. Neighbourhood development plans come out of the 
Governmentõs determination to ensure that local communities are actively involved in 
the decisions that affect them. With continually changing planning legislation and 
national guidance, we hope that this statement stays true. The Walkern 
Neighbourhood Plan establishes a vision for the whole Parish to help deliver the local 
communityõs wishes and needs for the original Plan period 2017-2033 and the updated 
Plan (2021 ð 2033) builds on this. The Neighbourhood Plan is a statutory document that 
has been incorporated into the Dist rict Planning Framework and is used by East Herts 
Council to assist in determining planning applications in the Neighbourhood Plan Area.  

Our Plan has been produced by residents, with the support of the Parish Council. The 
Walkern Neighbourhood Plan Group consulted and listened to the community and local 
organisations on a wide range of issues that influence d the wellbeing, sustainability, 
and long-term preservation of our rural community. Every effort has been made to 
ensure that the views and policies cont ained in the Neighbourhood Plan reflect the 
opinions of a high percentage of Walkern residents.  

Walkern and its environs has changed considerably over the last 60 years. We 
recognise that this is likely to continue up to 2033 (our Neighbourhood Plan period ). 
We have not limited the Neighbourhood Plan to just shaping new housing 
developments. The vision and objectives set out in the document broaden the original 
Plan to include social, economic, and environmental issues such as transport, 
employment, educati on, flooding, landscape, heritage and wildlife. This updated 
version goes further to include preservation of our trees and hedges, defines infill, 
lists community assets and provides guidance on design. 

Our consultation with our community and others has ensured that the Neighbourhood 
Plan conforms to the objectives of the Localism Act 2011. It will supersede the original 
Plan and sit alongside East Herts District Plan.  

 

Tom Deffley, Chair of Walkern Parish Council  
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1 Introduction  

Purpose 

1.1 The Walkern Neighbourhood Plan (referred to as the Neighbourhood Plan  or the Plan) 
has been written in response to the rights given to local communities  through the 
Localism Act 2011 to shape development in t heir areas. It has been prepared in 
accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) 
and sets local policies to be used in determining planning applications.  

1.2 The Neighbourhood Plan was first adopted in 2018. The Walkern Neighbourhood Plan 
First Revision 2021 ð 2033 has been revised to reflect changes in policy at national level 
and physical changes in the Neighbourhood Plan area. 

1.3 The Parish Council has monitored planning decisions to make sure that the 
Neighbourhood Plan is effective and have found permissions given for new 
developments which are not in keeping with the village.  

1.4 Local circumstances have also changed, including the construction of the Fr oghall Lane 
development, threats to the Scheduled Monument and Ancient Woodland at Box Wood 
and the loss of the doctorõs surgery. There has been continued development pressure 
on the village and new developments in the hamlets and on farmsteads.  

1.5 To ensure the Walkern Neighbourhood Plan remains effective and up to date a review 
of the Plan has been undertaken by Walkern Parish Council. This revised version of the 
Neighbourhood Plan will ensure the policies contained within it make it clear where 
development is acceptable, what it should look like and what should be protected.  

Submitting Body and Neighbourhood Plan Area  

1.6 Walkern Parish Council is the qualifying body for the Neighbourhood Plan. The whole 
Parish of Walkern was formally designated as a Neighbourhood Area through an 
application made under the Neighbourhood Planning (General)  Regulations 2012 (part 
2 S6) and approved by East Herts District Council on 6th January 2015. The 
Neighbourhood Area is shown on the map in Figure 1. 

Planning Policy Context  

1.7 Walkern Parish is in the District of East Hertfordshire and the County of Hertfordshire. 
The Neighbourhood Plan is in general conformity with the Development Plan and in 
particular with the strategic policies in the East Herts District Plan (EHDP), which was 
adopted on 23rd October 2018 by East Herts District Council (EHDC) and covers the 
period to 2018 - 2033. Other documents that have been taken into account in the 
preparation of this Plan are the Local Transport Plan (LTP) and the Minerals and Waste 
Local Plans prepared by Hertfordshire Country Council (HCC). The current planning 
documents can be found on the East Herts Council and Hertfordshire County Council 
websites. 
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1.8 The Neighbourhood Plan considers the three overarching objectives of achieving 
sustainable development and the presumption in favour of sustainable development in 
the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2021. Regard has also been taken of 
current National Planning Practice Guidance  (NPPG). Further details of how the 
Neighbourhood Plan accords with national planning guidance can be found in the 
Walkern Neighbourhood Plan Basic Conditions Statement. 

Monitoring and Review  

1.9 Walkern Parish Council will continue to monitor the  Neighbourhood Plan to determine 
its relevance and will consider further reviews, if necessary.  

 

 

Figure 1: Neighbourhood Plan Area 
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2 Process Summary 

Planning Development Process  

2.1 Walkern Parish Council first resolved to prepare a neighbourhood plan in May 2014. A 
group of residents, the Walkern Neighbourhood Plan Group (WNPG), was formed to 
prepare the Plan on behalf of the Parish Council.  

2.2 The First Revision of the Neighbourhood Plan was agreed at a Walkern Parish Council 
meeting on 1st October 2020. 

2.3 The original Neighbourhood Plan has been used as the basis for the review. It has  been 
amended following consultation with the community and other stakeholders, by the 
WNPG with the help of the original  planning consultant  who was familiar with the village 
and the objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan.  

2.4 There was a commitment in the original Plan to monitor its continued relevance and 
undertake a review in five years. Although it is only four years since t he adoption of the 
Plan, most of the content was written many months earlier. Monitoring has revealed 
weaknesses in the policies and the need for changes in the original text, including 
expansion and clarification of some statements. Our Green Belt and the  environment in 
the Rural Area Beyond the Green Belt are under threat and any further development 
must be sustainable. The impact of the eastern extension of Stevenage into the 
Neighbourhood Plan area, will increase traffic and pollution with extra vehicle s using 
Walkern village as a shortcut to the A507, A10 and A120.  

2.5 This Plan is a First Revision of the original  adopted Plan. The process chart below shows 
how the revision of the Plan progressed. 

 

Figure 2: Process Chart for Preparation of the Plan  
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2.6 The initial survey which was undertaken to gather views about the Parish  is still 
relevant. In the absence of a Parish Plan or design statement, the survey results formed 
the basis of the key policy areas for the Neighbourhood Plan. The key policy areas in 
the Neighbourhood Plan are: 

¶ Environment (including environmental quality , heritage, climate change, pollution 
and flooding) 

¶ Housing and Development (including design and infilling ) 

¶ Employment and Business (to pro tect the local economy and providing for working 
from home) 

¶ Traffic and Transport  (including sustainable transport and the impact of motor 
vehicles) 

¶ Facilities and Services (including health and wellbeing, community, and leisure).  

2.7 In a workshop guided by the planning consultant a vision and several objectives  were 
developed under each key policy area. Both were subject to consultation with the 
community. Both have been reviewed and consulted upon again. A table showing how 
the key objectives will be achieved through planning policies,  can be found in Appendix 
A. 

2.8 The preparation of the original Plan was delayed when a large site on Froghall Lane was 
refused outline planning permissi on. The applicant lodged an appeal and following a 
public inquiry the appeal to build up to 85 new homes was granted. East Herts Council 
acknowledged that this level of development would satisfy the housing requirement for 
the village as set out in Distric t Plan Policies DPS3 and VILL1. As a result, neither the 
original nor the revised Neighbourhood Plan allocates any sites for housing 
development.  

2.9 Many ideas and suggestions on how to improve the lives of people living and  working in 
the Parish were collect ed during the Plan preparation process. Those issues and 
suggestions that could not be achieved through the planning process have been 
captured in an Action Plan which is attached a t  Appendix J Action Plan. 

Community Engagement  

2.10 A Consultation Statement was produced to accompany the Neighbourhood Plan. 
The statement outlines the process of community engagement, lists  consultees, and 
describes the engagement techniques used and events held including reports of 
engagement events. 

2.11 The Parish Council received regular reports on the progress achieved by the WNPG. The 
WNPG has kept residents informed of each stage of the neighbourhood planning process 
through a mix of traditional methods (e.g. , Walkern Journal), an online presence 
https://www.walkernparishcouncil.org/archive/walkern -neighbourhood-plan and 
social media. 

https://www.walkernparishcouncil.org/archive/walkern-neighbourhood-plan
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2.12 On Sunday 1 August 2021 the Parish Council held an open event at the Walkern Sports 
and Community Centre. Villagers were able to read display boards explaining why the 
Neighbourhood Plan was being updated and filled in questionnaires to record their 
views. There was a general understanding of the purpose of the review of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. Feedback gathered from the community at th is event shaped the 
Regulation 14 draft of the  Neighbourhood Plan, refining its objectives and strengthening 
its policies.  The results are appended to the Consultation Sta tement.  

Evidence Base Overview  

2.13 Evidence to support the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan was gathered  
continuously throughout the preparation process. The analysis, objectives and  policies 
in the Neighbourhood Plan have drawn on a wide variety of sources.  

These include: 

¶ The evidence base for East Herts District Plan 

¶ Hertfordshire County Council  

¶ The Office for National Statistics: 2011 Census 

¶ Walkern History Society 

¶ Herts and Beds Wildlife Trust  

¶ Hertfordshire Biologi cal Records Centre 

¶ The Environment Agency 

¶ The Community Development Association 

¶ Natural England 

¶ Local Service providers 

¶ The views of residents, landowners and businesses from questionnaire responses, 
workshops, exhibitions and meetings.  

2.14 More detailed infor mation on the evidence base can be found in the Consultation 
Statement and in the Appendices and supporting documents accompanying the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
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3 The Parish of Walkern 

Location and Main Features 

3.1 Walkern Village lies a little over a mile to the east of Stevenage with the Parish 
boundary abutting the town at Box Wood. Apart from Walkern Village there are two 
small hamlets of Clay End and Bassus Green, located in the east of the Parish. The rural 
nature of the Parish is a stark contrast to the new town situated on its boundary.  

3.2 The predominant natural feature of the Parish is the valley of the River Beane, a rare 
chalk stream that bisects the area, running north to south parallel to Walkern High 
Street.  

3.3 The area of the Parish is approximately 12,100 hectares with 1541 ôusualõ residents 
living in 621 households, at the last census (2011).  

History 

3.4 Walkern is noted as the home of Jane Wenham, who in 1712 was the last woman in 
England to be convicted of wi tchcraft and condemned to death. It is also one of only 22 
places in England with a direct link to the Magna Carta. The effigy of Baron William de 
Lanvalei, one of the Barons elected to enforce the law of the Magna Carta eight 
centuries ago, lies in St Mary's Church. 

3.5 The parish Church of St Mary the Virgin is one of the oldest village churches in 
Hertfordshire, with a Saxon wall and rare chalk crucifix dating back to the mid -10th 
century. The village had several mills for grinding wheat with the original me dieval mill 
first located near the church and then moved down stream to the southern end of the 
village and later rebuilt and converted to steam power. This continued in operation 
until the Second World War. To the west of the High Street is a rare octagon al dove 
house built around 1700. The High Street itself was not metalled until 1930 and 
streetlights were installed in 1938.  

3.6 After the war in 1946 Walkern was self -sufficient as an agricultural village with 34 
businesses providing the everyday needs of its residents. Trades included a shoe shop, 
general store, butcher, baker, greengrocer, tobacconist, rug maker, seamstress, coal 
merchant, wood yard, beekeeper, plus a brewery, four pubs, several churches and large 
farms employing many residents.  

Walkern Today 

3.7 The village today still has several shops, including a convenience store/post office, a 
nail and beauty shop, a photographic and hair salon (by appointment only), two 
tearooms, two pubs, a garage and petrol station, and a seasonal Christmas shop. Farms 
still operate, but with very little staff. The Piggeries on Benington Road and commercial 
units at Manor Farm on Dove House Lane accommodate small businesses but altogether, 
these provide very little employment and so most residents travel outside the villa ge to 
work, or work from home.  



 

Walkern NP Reg 14  12/12/2022  13 

3.8 Public transport in the village is poor and without a car, residents have to rely on a 
limited daytime bus service or taxis to reach Stevenage town and rail station. Coaches 
ferry children to and from the middle school and co llege in Buntingford.  From 
September 2022 many children will be required to attend Stevenage schools  and no 
longer Buntingford. With no coach provision this means that  existing transport 
arrangements are inadequate. On-street parking and traffic congestion  is part of daily 
life in Walkern, particularly in the High Street and in the vicinity of the school. This is 
exacerbated by traffic including heavy lorries using the B1037 as a back route out of 
Stevenage. 

3.9 People like living in Walkern Parish and value their rural surroundings highly, according 
to the Neighbourhood Plan survey and feedback from consultation events. With 
approximately 32% of respondents to the CDA Herts Housing Need Survey 2017 (CDA 
2107 p.12) having lived in Walkern for more than 20 years, this indicates the relative 
stability of the community. House prices in the Parish are high. There were only 9 
properties sold in Walkern in the 12 months to April 2022 with an average price of 
£379,333. One of these was a flat . The average price of houses sold was £404,500. 

3.10 The recommendations of the CDA report on housing need in Walkern indicate that, in 
order to serve the local community, 16 affordable units should be identified for local 
residents. This was further clarified as the most significant need being for two bed 
homes for small three person families (7 units), one bed homes for single people (5 
units), and three bed homes for four person families (4). Of the 31 respondents who 
desired affordable homes, only 2 asked for bungalows and 7 asked for flats. Almost 50% 
of respondents who commented on where the affordable housing should be located 
identified the land at Froghall Lane.  

3.11 The village store is an important facility for residents and was designated an Asset of 
Community Value, providing a local meeting point as well as an essential service for 
those who do not have private transport. Other private community facilities that are 
particularly valued are the Yew Tree and White Lion pubs and the Unit ed Reform Church 
(URC), which has been completely renovated with a new kitchen and now offers 
facilities for local groups to meet.  

3.12 Improvements have been made to the primary school, which offers pre-school places 
and a toddlerõs group and takes pupils from outside the village. The Walkern Sports and 
Community Centre football pitches are well used and has facilities  for cricket and 
basketball. The Parish Council is committed to further improving the outdoor facilities 
with a variety of additions including the newly installed fitness trail  and seating area at 
the Sports Field. 

3.13 As a result of the Neighbourhood Plan, consultation exercises , ideas and suggestions 
were made for improvements to facilities and services in the Parish. These have been 
captured in a Project List. Grant funding through schemes such as Biffa , Heritage 
Lottery Fund, Locality, and funding from new developments (S106 will be directed to 
projects that will benefit the greatest number of residents and businesses. These 
projects will be complim entary to and implemented in parallel with, the policies in the 
Neighbourhood Plan, to achieve the objectives set out in section 4. 
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4 Vision and Objectives 

Our Vision  

4.1 Our vision is to help inform the decisions reached by East Herts District Council across 
all  areas of development in the Parish of Walkern. It is to ensure the village grows 
gradually to preserve the character and the rural feel of the Parish. Future devel opment 
must be sustainable based on the principle that better lives for residents now, do not 
mean worse lives for future generations. We believe that the planning system is about 
positive growth, making economic, environmental and social progress to enhan ce every 
aspect of the Parish of Walkern. Our vision statement is:  

The Walkern Neighbourhood Plan will shape the evolution of Walkern over the next 
11 years by meeting the aspirations and needs of the local community. We are 
committed to preserving Walkern 's historic character and strong rural identity by 
ensuring that development in the Parish is sustainable, protects valued natural 
features, strengthens a sense of community  and enhances wellbeing of new and 
existing residents. We want to make sure Walkern  Parish remains a great place to 
live.  

Objectives  

4.2 The objectives focus on specific parts of the vision statement and provide the context 
for the planning policies  

4.3 Following the  development of 85 homes on Land South of Froghall Lane a new objective 
ôto locate and phase new development to minimise the impact on the already limited 
road infrastructure in the village, so that traffic congestion is not exacerbated õ, has 
been added into  this Plan. The objectives are as follows:  

A. Ensure the River Beane, a rare chalk stream that runs through Walkern Parish, is 
preserved, protected from over -abstraction  and public access is maintained 

B. Enhance and improve the environment and environmental quality of the Parish, 
minimising noise, air and water pollution  

C. Ensure the mix, size and type of new housing meets local needs, including a 
sufficient supply of affordable housing for sale and rent and preferential access to 
some new homes for people with a strong local connection  

D. Require new development to be of high-quality  design, built to a high 
sustainability standard and to be sympathetic to, and improve, the look and feel of 
the Parish 

E. Ensure that new development is phased and locat ed to minimise the impact on the 
already limited road infrastructure in the village  

F. Ensure the design and location of new developments are resilient to the effects of 
climate change and flooding  

G. Support existing businesses, creative industries and home working, and encourage 
new local employment opportunities for residents  
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H. Preserve and enhance public transport services to and from the village for residents 
who do not have use of a car, and encourage safe walking and cycling  options 

I. Ensure that community facilities and services enhance the health and wellbeing of 
residents 

J. Ensure the village has recreational facilities that meet  the needs of young 
children, teenagers and adults, and strengthen the sense of community  

K. Make the best possible use of funding through Section 106, a Community 
Infrastructure  Levy or other funding related to development in the parish, to 
improve parish facilities.  

4.4 The last of these objectives assumed that East Herts Council would, at some point, set 
a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). Until such time as a CIL is set,  either locally or 
nationally,  this objective is relevant to ensuring the best use of Section 106 funding 
from new development and any other form of funding that can contribute towards the 
enhancement of the Parish. The Action Plan attached as an Appendix  J includes 
projects that have been identified by the community as  enhancements to life in the 
Parish. 

Policies and Policy Map 

The Policies 

4.5 The following chapter set s out the planning policies for Walkern Neighbourhood Plan 
First Review for the period to 2033. This ties in with the end of the Plan period for the 
East Herts District Plan. The planning policies, together with t he reasoned justification 
for them, reflect the main issues raised through consultation with the community and 
how the Plan aims to achieve the  Objectives A ð K. 

The Policies Map 

4.6 The Policies Map should be read in conjunction with the policies as it shows where in 
the Neighbourhood Plan Area the polic ies apply, for example, the areas designated as 
Local Green Space. 

4.7 The Map is shown at two scales with one map covering the whole of the Neighbourhood 
Plan Area at a smaller scale and a Village Inset Map at 1:10,000. In addition, each Local 
Green Space has a larger scale map (see the section Green Infrastructure Policy 
WLK10). 

4.8 Please note that to make the maps as large as possible for a printed document, only 
the scale bar can be relied upon. Please contact the Parish Council if you require an 
accurate map from which to measure using a scale rule.  
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5 Policies Map 
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Policies Map for Village Inset Area 
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6 Neighbourhood Plan Policies 

Strategic Context  

6.1 This chapter sets out the planning policies for the Parish of Walkern for the period  2017ð
2033, which are aligned with the end of the plan period for the East Herts District Plan. 
The planning policies, together with the reasoned justification for them, are set out 
below. The policies refle ct the main issues, which were raised in consultation.  
Appendix A sets out how the policies will achieve the  objectives . 

6.2 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the East Herts District Plan provide  
the overall policy context for the Neighbourhood Plan. Regard has also been given to 
National Planning Practice Guidance (introduced on -line by the Government since 
March 2014). 

6.3 In these documents, particularly in paragraph 8 of the NPPF, there is a commitment to 
achieving sustainable development with three overarching objectives: a n economic 
objective; a social objective and an environmental objective.  

6.4 At the heart of the NPPF, there is a presumption in favour of sustainable  development, 
which should be a common theme, running through plan -making (including 
neighbourhood plans) and decisions taken on planning applications for development. 
These overall principles are reflected in the East Herts District Plan. The Neighbourhood 
Plan is strongly committed to these principles and to the delivery of sustainable 
development. In accordance  with its stated objectives the Neighbourhood Plan seeks to 
protect and maintain the strong community, which binds the village together, whilst 
protecting and enhancing the environment of the Parish for the future. At the same 
time the Neighbourhood Plan supports the development of the economy and local 
facilities and services i n ways that protect the overall character of the area.  

 

Landscape 

6.5 From the responses to public consultation, the countryside and landscape of the Parish 
of Walkern are greatly valued by the local community and by visitors to the area. The 
rural nature of the Parish is described in detail  in the East Hertfordshire Landscape 
Character Assessment, adopted by the district council in 2007 as a Supplementary 
Planning Document (SPD). 

Policy WLK1 Sustainable Development  

I. Support will be given to development proposals which accord with the 
principles of sustainable development as set out in the NPPF and help to 
create sustainable communities which embrace the principles of 
sustainable development using a coordinated approac h to the delivery of 
homes, jobs and infrastructure and development that improves the 
economic, social and environmental conditions in the area . 
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6.6 According to the SPD, the Parish of Walkern is in two landscape character  areas. The 
bulk of the area, including Walkern village is within Landscape Character Area No. 39, 
the Middle Beane Valley. The rest of the Parish is within Landscape Charact er Area No. 
140, the Ardeley and Cottered Settled Plateau, with Walkern Hall at its southern 
extremity.  

6.7 The area No. 39 is described as òopen farmland with small, grouped woodlands, linked 
by hedges.ó Characteristics include òmedium to large-scale field patternsó and 
òstrongly undulating slopesó, with òa remote character, despite proximity to 
Stevenage.ó The low impact of built development and lack of land use change is an 
essential feature, which must be retained in the gap between Walk ern and Stevenage 
to preserve the character and rural nature of the area.  However, the recent housing 
development in Walkern can be seen from Box Wood and the edge of Stevenage. The 
proposed development on the edge of Stevenage (Gresley Park) will be visib le from 
Walkern thus eroding the visible gap between the large town and the village and 
negating the phrase ôlow impact of built developmentõ. This important gap should not 
be eroded any further.  Land lying in the Rural Area Beyond the Green Belt between 
Walkern and Stevenage is defined in this Plan as an Important Countryside Gap and is 
shown on the Policies Map. 

 

Figure 3: The Beane Valley 

6.8 Area No. 140 is described as an elevated plateau between the valley of the River  Beane 
to the west and the more open arable plateau to the east. It is summarised as a òsettled 
plateau landscape with a strong sense of historic continuityó, also a òtranquil and 
traditional landscape with few detractors.ó This landscape is considered to be unusual 
in Hertfordshire.  

6.9 The character assessments confirm the perceptions of local people about the  
landscape, particularly about the Beane Valley, and the open and tranquil nature of the 
countryside. In both landscape character areas, the SPD recommends that the 
landscape should be òconserved and strengthened.ó The Parish Council supports this 
approach to conserve the rural landscape. East Herts District Plan  Policy DES 1 seeks to 
protect the overall landscape character of East Hertfordshire, guided by the detailed 
assessments in the SPD. 
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6.10 Within the Parish, the relationship between the settlements and th e surrounding rural 
landscape is particularly important. Walkern itself has a linear form, running along the 
valley of the River Beane. The village is surrounded by a combination of farmland and 
woodland, with many mature trees within and around the settle ment. These elements 
are also important features of the hamlets of Clay End and Bassus Green, which are 
situated on the higher ground to the east of Walkern.  

6.11 It is important that any new developments in the Parish are sympathetic to this local 
landscape character. In particular, the width of the Beane valley should not be reduced 
further on its western side than the existing development consent for Gresley Park 
(3/19/0118/OUT), retaining valley width.  

Views 

6.12 Walkern has a minimal impact on the views across t he river valley as it nestles in the 
gently rolling landscape. The Neighbourhood Plan has identified several key views, 
vistas and landscape features, listed in Policy WLK2, detaile d in Appendix B  and shown 
on the Policies Map. To maintain the integrity of these cherished views, vistas and 
landscape features and ensure new development does not impinge on the rural setting 
of the village, development proposals must include an assessment of any impact and 
how that impact will be mitigated.  

 

Figure 4: View 4 East from Box Wood towards Walkern 
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6.13 Mitigation of cherished views could take the form of natural screening such as mitigation 
planting/boundary treatment (see refere nce: Landscape Issues in your Neighbourhood 
Plan (CPRE)). Site specific design of buildings and structures could include a careful 
colour choice, lowering heights, or using appropriate materials. Proposals where a 
harmful impact is identified will only be permitted where effective mitigation measures 
can be delivered.  

6.14 To assess the landscape and visual impact on cherished views an appropriate 
methodology should be used. The use of Verified Views such as annotated photographs 
or photomontages are two such methods (see reference: Historic England Research 
Report Series 17-2019). 

6.15 These views, vistas and landscape features should be protected from the harmful impact of 
development in accordance with Policy WLK2 of this Plan. The location of the viewpoints and 
the extent of the views are shown on the Policies Map. Photographs and descriptions of Views 

are in Appendix B . 

 

  

Policy  WLK2 Cherished Views, Vistas and Landscape Features  

I. Development proposals will only be supported where it can be 
demonstrated that measures have been taken to contain and mitigate the 
visual impacts of development on the open character of the landscape 
setting of Walkern.  

II. Seven important views and vistas are identified on the Policies Map and 
detailed in  Appendix B . These are:  

View 1: West from opposite the United Reformed Church (High Street) 
through Manor Farm paddock  

View 2: East along Church End over the ford  

View 3: North from the meadows to St Mary the Virgin Church  

View 4: East from Box Wood towards Walkern  

View 5: East of the Rive r Beane to Wrights Tower House above the Finches  

View 6: North from the entrance to Walkern along Benington Road  

View 7: South west from Froghall Lane towards Stevenage  

III. In addition, the River Beane Valley is the primary landscape feature in the 
Parish and provides an important gap between Walkern and Stevenage. 
Within the area defined as Important Countryside Gap on the Policies Map, 
new development will only be permitted if it does n ot result in the physical 
or visual coalescence of Stevenage and Walkern and would not undermine 
the separate character, appearance and identity of Walkern.  

IV. Any development proposals in the Important Countryside Gap or within the 
identified views shoul d include a landscape and visual impact assessment of 
harm, using an appropriate methodology. Proposals where a harmful impact 
is identified will only be permitted where effective mitigation measures can 
be delivered.  
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Conservation and Heritage  

6.16 The consultation responses during the preparation and First Revision of the 
Neighbourhood Plan, show that the community places considerable value on the historic 
environment and built heritage of the Parish. Central to this concern is the Walkern 
Conservation Area, which covers the historic core of the village , and its setting. Along 
the High Street, there are many listed buildings, dating from the 15 th to the 19 th 
centuries, reflecting th e vernacular architectural style of construction in this part of 
Hertf ordshire. One of the mos t significant buildings is the Grade I listed Church of St. 
Mary the Virgin, which is the oldest village church in the county. At the northern  end of 
the village, at Church End, there is a ford on the River Beane, which is below the 
mediaeval Bridgefoot Farm.  

6.17 To the east of the Parish, the hamlets also contain features of historic interest.  Bassus 
Green is close to the remains of Walkern Castle and is characterised by a small 
collection of pre -16 century thatched cottages and farm bu ildings. Clay End also has a 
mixture of historic cottages and farm structures. Both hamlets are accessed by an 
ancient pat tern of narrow country lanes and  historic footpaths and bridleways, screened 
by hedgerows. 

 

Figure 5: Bassus Green and Clay End 

6.18 The NPPF advises that heritage assets should be conserved in a manner appropriate to 
their significance.  Scheduled monuments are noted as being of the highest significance. 
Walkern has two scheduled monuments: Walkern Bury ringwork medieval fortifications 
and the earthworks spread over a significant area in the southern part of Box Wood. 

6.19 The Parish Council supports the aims of East Herts District Plan  Policies which seek to 
protect heritage assets. In Conservation Areas, District Plan Policy HA4 states that new 
development, alterations and extensions to existing buildings will be permitted where 
they preserve or enhance the established character of an area. Proposals outside a 
conservation area which affe ct its setting will be treated likewise.  District Plan Policies 
HA5 and HA6, seek to control the design of shop fron ts and the regulation of 
advertisements in conservation areas.  

6.20 The Walkern Conservation Area Character Appraisal 2016 identifies numerous buildings 
and structure s which are not listed (designated heritage assets in their own right) but 
which make an important architectural  or historic contribution to the Conservation 
Area. This Plan highlights specific aspects of Walkern Conservation area that contribute 
to its significance ( Policy WLK3). 
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6.21 The District Plan also contains a pledge, in Policy HA2, to engage with local communities 
on the protection of non -designated heritage assets. A new Government initiative was 
launched in September 2019 to help ensure local buildings are preserved for future 
generations by encouraging non-designated heritage assets to be identified during the 
preparation of neighbourhood plans. Historic England describe non-designated heritage 
assets are locally identified  buildings, monuments, sites, places, areas or landscapes 
identified as having a degree of heritage significance meriting consideration in planning 
decisions (see reference: Local Heritage Listing Historic England Advice Note 7). Local 
heritage can benefit the local economy as well as help to define a sense of place and 
provide a feeling of community identity and well -being. 

 

Policy  WLK3 Walkern Conservation Area  

I. Development within Walkern Conservation Area should enhance or better 
reveal its significance, if possible. The elements of the Conservation Area 
which make a positive contribution to its significance in accordance with 
Walkern Conservation Area Character Appraisal and Management Proposal 
2016 (or an updated version) should be conserved in a manner appropriate 
to their significance.  

II. Development within the setting of Walkern Conservation Area should 
preserve those elements of its setting within the rural landscape of the 
Beane Valley, that make a positive contribution to the heritage asset.  

Policy WLK4 Non-designated Heritage Assets  

I. The following non -designated heritage asset s have been identified in this 
Neighbourhood Plan:  

¶ Queen Elizabeth II pole mounted post box, Clay End  

¶ Decorative cast iron lamp column, Clay End  

¶ Decorative cas t iron lamp columns, High Street, Walkern  

¶ Decorative cast iron lamp column, Church End, Walkern  

¶ Bridge and ford, Church End, Walkern  

¶ Bridge and weir, High Street Walkern  

II. Development proposals which affect the non -designated heritage assets 
itemised above and other non -designated heritage assets identified on the 
Historic Environment Record will consider the significance of the asset, to 
enable a balanced judgement to be made, having regard to the scale of any 
harm or loss and the significance of the asset.  
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6.22 Across the Parish, there are several potential sites of archaeological interest. A general 
policy on the protection of archaeological sites and asse ts is contained in the East Herts 
District Plan (Policy HA3). The policy requires a desk -based assessment of any proposal, 
which may affect a si te of potential archaeological interest. There are several Areas of 
Archaeological Significance in the Parish, which are show n on the East Herts District 
Plan Policies Map. 

6.23 Walkern History Society in conjunction with North Hertfordshire Museum are 
undertaking a project to expand on the limited knowledge of Walkern and build up a 
story of the village through time. This has so far involved a test pit programme which 
started in 2017 when the Historic Environment Record contained only 109 entries. Test 
pits have been dug predominantly along the High Street but also at the church (Church 
End) and at the Walkern Mill  (see reference:  North Herts Museum). 

6.24 Over the same period, the Scheduled Monument at Box Wood has been put at risk from 
the subdivision of the wood a nd sale of plots.  There is still much to learn about this 
monument.  Walkern Bury Scheduled Monument also has the potential to extend well 
beyond the clearly visible earthwork. Other possible sites of interest are Cobbleõs 
Spring, south of the village. The Parish Council welcomes the illumination of Walkernõs 
history though a greater understanding of archaeology.  

  

LiDAR data © Environment Agency copyright and/or database right 2020. All rights reserved 

Figure 6: Examples of Lidar imagery of Box Wood (left) and Walkern Bury (right)  

 

 

Policy WLK5 Archaeology  

I. The identification and protection of local sites of archaeological interest and 
their enhancement is supported. Development proposals affecting a site 
wit h potential archaeological interest shall be accompanied by an 
archaeological desk -based survey and, where applicable, a field evaluation. 
Any reports should be made available for public viewing by deposition of 
reports with the Hertfordshire Historic Envi ronmental Record.  
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Biodiversity  

6.25 The wider countryside of the Parish contains many features of significant value for 
wildlife and nature conservation, many of which were identified by residents in 
consultation. Underground springs and wells from the chalk aquifer, and the River 
Beane, an important and rare chalk stream, and one of about 200 remaining worldwide, 
provide a perfect habitat in which an abundance of flora grow and fauna, including slow 
worms, newts, frogs , and kingfisher  are found. The woodlands, hedgerows, and the 
agricultural  landscape of the Parish support a diversity of life forms, the survival of 
which has been assisted by conservation work. The local planning authority, in 
collaboration with the Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust, has also designated local 
Wildlife Sites. These sites are as shown on the Policies Map and described in an 
inventory in Appendix D. 

6.26 During the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan, members of the WNPG compiled a 
detailed inventory of plants, animals, birds, and insects, which could be found in the 
parish. The survey also listed the sites of nature conservation value, Ancient Woodland 
Inventory Sites, and the designated local Wildlife Sites. Maintaining and improving the 
quality of wild -flower rich natural or semi -natural habitats including designated sites is 
an important priority for the National Pollinator Strategy 2014 published by Department 
of Environment Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA). 

6.27 The East Herts District Plan recognises that nature conservation is an integral part of 
the planning system. Thus, the most important areas for biodiversity are identified on 
the East Herts District Plan Policies Map. Policy NE1 of the document affords protection 
to International, National and Locally Designated Nature Conservation Sites. 
Development will not be permitted unless there are reasons, which clearly outweigh 
the need to safeguard the nature  conservation value of a site. The policy also includes 
provision for compensation or mitigation where development proposals are allowed. 
The Parish Council supports this approach. 

6.28 The East Herts District Plan acknowledges the importance of biodiversity and the need 
to protect species and plants and the diversit y of habitats  (policy NE2). Herts and 
Middlesex Wildlife Trust have a plan to reintroduce Water Voles to the River Beane.  A 
prerequisite for successful reintroduction includes suitabl e riverbank habitat.  

6.29 The Hertfordshire Biodiversity Action Plan (2006) identifies those species and habitats 
that are a priority for conservation, many of which are present in the Par ish of Walkern. 
There are several sites where species and habitats need t o be protected and 
development proposals will be permitted, only where harm can be avoided . 

6.30 The Environment Act 2021 contains ambitious provisions, including a mandatory 
requirement for new developments to provide a 10% biodiversity net gain as set out in 
a biodiversity plan. Pending the details of this advancement being set out in statute, 
biodiversity should be measured using a biodiversity calculator.  
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Figure 7: Bassus Green Road Verges 

Trees, Hedges and Woodland 

6.31 Trees and hedgerows perform many functions including supporting biodiversity, 
providing shade and shelter, modifying the effects of climate change, and the general 
feeling of wellbeing and amenity they provide. Walkern has many old and beautiful 
trees, hedges and areas of ancient woodland. Some are already protected by virtue of 
their being within the Walkern Conservation Area or subject to Tree Preservation 
Orders. 

 

Policy  WLK6 Conserve and Enhance Biodiversity  

I. Development should conserve and enhance biodiversity and deliver 
biodiversity net gains  in accordance with national standards using the 
current biodiversity calculator . Wildlife and significant habitats including 
the River Beane will be protected from any harmful impacts of 
development , including pollution . The following designated local wildlife 
sites will be protected and managed for biodiversit y:  

Box Wood 

The Warren  

St Johnõs Wood and Lords Wood 

Baronõs Grove 

Cobleõs Spring and The Bushes 

Bassus Green Road Verges 

Walmanõs Wood 
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Figure 8: Hedgerow on lane Clay End (L) & Oak between Clay End and Bassus Green (R) 

6.32 Rare and interesting trees can be found in Walkern. T hree such examples are a Turnerõs 
Oak (Quercus turneri) , which lies in the field to the north of St Maryõs church, the Magna 
Carta Oak, in St Maryõs churchyard, and a Box tree in the churchyard of the URC, High 
Street. Turnerõs Oak is a rare hybrid of the English oak , crossed with a Holm oak by an 
Essex nurseryman in the 18th century. It was planted by Rev. Benjamin Heath in the late 
C18th/early C19th  when the field wa s part of his pleasure garden.  It is semi-evergreen, 
losing its leaves in spring.  The Magna Carta Oak was grown from an acorn collected from 
the Parliament Oak in Sherwood Forest. It was planted to commemorate the 800 th 
anniversary of the Magna Carta and its significance for the village of Walkern.  The Box 
tree is over 200 years old. Both trees are within Walkern Conservation Area.  

  
Figure 9: Magna Carta Oak (left), Box (right)  

6.33 Other trees in open farmland are more vulnerable to damage due to passing vehicles 
and lack of management. Herts Environmental Record Centre have 19 veteran and 
mature individual trees identified in the parish. In addition to the Turnerõs oak 
mentioned above there are 16 other oaks, the largest of which is in the garden of 
Walkern Hall Farm, a hornbeam, and an ash. In addition to these individually recorded 
trees there are three ancient woodlands. Box Wood, Sr Johnõs/Lords Wood, Walmanõs 
Wood. All three are  Local Wildlife Sites.  
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Figure 10: Turnerõs Oak 

6.34 Box Wood has been particularly at risk following the subdivision and sale of leasehold 
plots. More details of the importance of Box Wood can be found in the Addendum to 
Walkern Tree Charter at Appendix E  including a photograph of a veteran yew tree 
(see Figure 30). 

6.35 New developments should, wherever possible, retain existing trees, hedgerows and 
green road borders. Planting more native climate resistant trees is encouraged, in open 
spaces and in new developments. 

6.36 The plight of trees and hedges is highlighted in the Tree Charter in  Appendix E . This 
provides commitments, advice, guidance and encouragement to nurture trees in the 
Parish. 
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Green Infrastructure  

6.37 Both the NPPF and the East Herts District Plan introduce the concept of green 
infrastructure, described as òa network of multi-functional green space, urban and 
rural, which is capable of delivering a wide range of environmental and quality of life 
benefits for local communitie s.ó East Hertfordshire Green Infrastructure Plan applies 
these principles to the district and provides an overview of its green infrastructure 
assets and the opportunities to enhance and develop them. Policy NE3 of the East Herts 
District Plan seeks to pro tect and enhance the network of green infrastructure.  

Open Spaces 

6.38 There are six open spaces within the village which are recognised as important for 
recreational purposes. These vary from small play spaces for young children to large 
spaces for healthy out door leisure pursuits. The Playground, the Play Area and the 
Sports Field are identified on East Herts District Plan Policies Map and are protected by 
Policy CFLR1. 

6.39 The Playground is also identified as Important Open Space in Chapter 5 of Walkern 
Conservation Area, Character Appraisal and Management Proposal 2016, because it 
creates a diversity in the street scene with green space extending from the edge of the 
village right up to the High Street.  There are views over large gardens to the River Beane 
valley. The Playground is a safe fenced space in the centre of the village with a range 
of childrenõs play equipment with seating and wildlife areas.  

6.40 The Play area is a small safe site within the Aubries development with play equipment 
for smaller children. It i s the only play area available without having to cross the High 
Street to the Playground. 

6.41 The Sports Field at Walkern Sports and Community Centre (WSCC) is well used for 
football in the winter and cricket in the summer, with occasional events also held here. 
It has been enhanced with seating areas for picnics, tree planting and active outdoor 
gym equipment. It is a valuable asset for the village.  

Policy WLK7 Protection of Trees and Hedges  

I. Trees and hedgerows are protected by Policies DES4, HOU2, NE3 and NE4, 
and individual site allocations in East Herts District Plan.  

II. Proposal should be designed to retain all ancient trees and those with 
recognisable amenity value.  

III. The planting of trees able to withstand climate change will be encouraged 
at every opportunity.  

IV. The Walkern Tree Charter (Appendix E ) provides  information and guidance 
to assist developers  to recognise the importance of trees in Walkern.  
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6.42 Midsummer Meadows (PROS4) was not in existence when the District Plan was adopted. 
This space is an integral part of the Midsummer Meadows housing development. 
Doubling as an area of biodiversity and in corporating SUDs, it is also an important 
walking link through to Froghall Lane   

6.43 Two further spaces PROS5 and PROS6 are included in this revised Neighbourhood Plan 
to recognise their importance for walkers, providing a safe and attractive route from 
the church to the centre of the village. They are also designated Local Green Space as 
they are greatly valued by the community.  

6.44 Protected Recreational Open Space (PROS) are shown on the Policies Map. Green 
spaces within the village that are accessible to all residents should be retained. 
Accessibility relates to both their location and the ease of reaching the spaces on foot 
or by sustainable transport and the ease of use of the spaces for all a ges and abilities.  

 

Figure 11: Recreation Equipment at WSCC 

 

  

Policy WLK8 Protected Recreational Open Spaces  

I. The following sites, are allocated as Protected Recreational Open Space:  

PROS1: Playground , next to Walkern Stores, no 79 High Street  

PROS2: Play Area, Aubries 

PROS3: Sports field at Walkern Sports and Community Centre  

PROS4: Midsummer Meadows 

PROS5: River Beane Walk, north of Winters Lane  

PROS6: River Beane Walk, south of Winters Lane  

II. Development proposals that impact on PROSs should accord with District 
Plan Policy CFLR1 with the additional criterion, that the loss of all or part 
of these spaces will not be permitted unless they are replaced with better 
facilities which are as accessible to the local commun ity as the current 
recreational open spaces.  
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Green Corridors 

6.45 The WNPG has consulted with the District Council and the Herts and Middlesex Wildlife 
Trust, and the Hertfordshire Environmental Records Centre with a view to establishing 
green infrastructure  networks within the Parish. As a result, a network of green 
corridors has been devised in and around the village of Walkern ð this includes the valley 
of the River Beane which flows north to south through the village. The asset is protected 
by the River Beane and Mimram River Catchment Management Plan. The aspiration to 
reintroduce Water Voles to the River Beane is dependent on an adequate unpolluted 
water flow.  

6.46 Green corridors have many benefits including making connections between wildlife sites 
and providing attractive w alking routes, such as the established long-distance footpath 
between Walkern and Hertford.  The value of the river valley was emphasised by the 
local community in consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan.  

6.47 In accordance with NPPF para 110, planning policies should protect and enhance 
public rights of way and access, including taking opportunities to provide better 
facilities for users, for example by adding links to existing rights of way networks. 
The river  walk along the Beane through Walkern is a very popular green corridor 
which in part provides an attractive recreational space. Part of the river corridor is 
allocated as Protected Recreational Open Space in this Plan.  

 

  

Policy WLK9 Green Corridors  

I. In accordance with the East Herts Green Infrastructure Plan, the network 
of Green Corridors in the Parish will be protected from the impact of 
harmful development, managed and where possible enhanced. These 
include:  

Å The local link extending to the north and  west of the end of Froghall 
Lane 

Å The network of small woodlands around Clay End  

Å The River Beane Valley and in particularly the section through Walkern 
village which has been under pressure from development and requests 
for residential garden extensions wh ich could introduce barriers to 
wildlife and reduce public access.  The northern section of this corridor 
has been allocated as Protected Recreational Open Space in this Plan 
(see Policy WLK8).  

II. The River Beane is an endangered chalk stream, and the valley corridor has 
a strategic recreational value as well as being important for wildlife and a 
cherished landscape feature. Any development scheme adjacent to the 
River Beane should be designed with a naturalised buffer zone of at least 
10m from the top of the bank to protect and enhance the conservation 
value of the watercourse and ensure access for flood defence maintenance.  
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Local Green Space (LGS) 

6.48 Some of the green spaces in Walkern village contribute to the character of the 
conservation area, others represent important green infrastructure and are particularly 
valued by the community. The NPPF (paragraphs 101 - 103) provides guidance on the 
criteria for designating Local Green Spaces. They must be local in character; close to 
the community they serve; and hold a special and particular local significance such as 
beauty, historical significance, recreational value, tranquillity or richness in wildlife.  

6.49 Proposals for development within Local Green Spaces should be considered in a similar 
way to development proposal in the Green Belt. The Governmentõs Planning Practice 
Guidance (PPG) (Paragraph: 010 Reference ID: 37-010-20140306) tells us that Local 
Green Spaces can be designated on Green Belt land where the designation could help 
to identify areas of Green Belt that are of particular importance to the local community.  
PPG goes on to say that different designations serve different purposes. If, for example, 
a designation such as Scheduled Monument already exists on a potential LGS, then 
consideration should be given to the additional local benefit of the LGS designation. 
Land designated as LGS can also be nominated for listing by the local author ity as an 
Asset of Community Value. 

6.50 Three additional Local Green Spaces are designated in this revised Neighbourhood Plan. 
Two of the villageõs graveyards are now included as LGS, the URC Graveyard and a 
historical site of a graveyard, which still contains gravestones, on Froghall Lane. The 
third addition is Box Wood on the Stevenage Road. The wood also has a long heritage 
and includes a Scheduled Monument. The importance of this space for nature 
conservation and its historical connections is underestimated.  

 

Policy  WLK10 Local Green Space 

I. Nine areas of green space  detailed in  Appendix F , shown  on the Policies 
Map and the detailed P olicies Map extract s below this policy, have been 
designated as Local Green Space. These are:  

LGS 1: Land west of the River Beane at the Ford, Church End  

LGS 2: Land east of the River Beane at the Ford, Church End  

LGS 3: Land adjacent  to River Beane betwee n Church End and Winters 
Lane 

LGS 4: Land adjacent to Allotments, Totts Lane  

LGS 5: Allotments, Totts Lane  

LGS 6: URC Graveyard, High Street  

LGS 7: Graveyard, Froghall Lane  

LGS 8: War Memorial, High Street/Benington Road  

LGS 9: Box Wood, Stevenage Road  

II. New development will only be allowed in designated Local Green Spaces 
where it is consistent with the National Planning Policy Framework and 
policy CFLR2 of East Herts District Plan, considering  the characteristics of 
the Local Green Space as set out in t his Plan.  
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6.51 Appendix F  shows photographs and the assessment of the 9 sites chosen for designation 
as Local Green Space along with a table showing all sites considered and how each of 
the sites designated meet the prescribed criteria.  

6.52 In order to provide an acurate image of the boundaries of the Local Green Spaces, large 
scale images are provided below. 

 

 

Figure 12: Map of LGS1 & LGS2 



 

Walkern NP Reg 14  12/12/2022  34 

 

Figure 13: Map of LGS3 
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Figure 14: Maps of LGS4 & LGS5 

 

Figure 15: Map of LGS 6 


















































































