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Dsdng the ilnancialyear ended 31 Mar6h 2023, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the basis
of an assessment of risk, canied out a selective assessmenl ofcompliance wilh the relevanl procedLrres and controls
in operation and obtaaned appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internaiaudil for 2022123 has been carried out in accordance wilh this authority's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis ofthe findings in the areas examined, lhe internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the intemalaudit conclusions on whelher, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were belng achieved throughoulthe financial year to a siandard adequate
to meet the needs ofthis authority.

A. App.opdate a(sunii.g ecords have been properly kepl throughout the financial year

B. This auihority comp:ied with lls Rnancial rcgulalions, payments were suppoded by invoices, al{
expendituewas approved and VAT was approp.ialely accounted for.

C. This authority assessed the signifi€nt risks to achievlnq ils objectives and reviewed the adequacy
ol araogements to manage these,

O. Th€ p.ecepl or rales requnemeot resulled frorn an adequate budgetary processi progress against
i\e budgei was regula y monitored; and reserves were appropriaie.

E. Expected income was f'rlly received based on co.rect prices, properly recorded and prornpily
bankedi and VAT was appropnabv accounted foL

F. Petty cash payrnents were propedy supporled by receipts, all petty cash expenditur€ was approved
and VAT appropnately accounied for.

G. Sahnes io employees and allowances lo memberc wer€ paid in accordance wlth tfis auihoit/s
approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were prcperly applied.

H. Asset a.d investmenG egisiers were complete and accurete and propeny maintained

L Periodic bank account reconciliations wele properly cariod outduring the year

J. Accounting siateme!]ls prEpa.ed dunng the year wele prcpared on the correct .ccounhng basis lreceipts
and paym€nts or jncom,e and expenditure), agrced to the cash book, supported byan adequare audil
lEil from un.lerrying recods anrl r.here appropnaie deblorc and crediloE were propeny recorded.

K. lf the auihority ceftiied itself as exempt irom a lirniled assurance review in 2021122, it net\he
exemprion cireria and cone.tly decla.sd 

'tseli 
sxempt. (ff the authatity had a timited assu.ance

.eview of its 2021/22 AGAR tick "not cavered")
ilh

L. The authoa'ty published the required information on a websiter'webpage up to date at i.ie time of the
intemal audit in a66odance with tne relevant legislation_

M. in the year.ove.ed by this AGAR, the authority coreclly protded lor a penod ior the exercise o{
publjc raghts as required by the Aclounts and Audit Regutations (duritlq the 2A22 23 AGAR periad
were pubtic ights in rctation to the 2A21 -22 AGAR evidenced by a natice on the website and/ot
authafty appravec! minutes confimiag the dates set)

N. The al]thority has complied wiih lhe pubtication .eq!irements for 2021l22AGAR
lsee AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes).

o. lFor local councils only)
Trust lunds (,ncluding chadtable) -The council met its responsibitities as a ttusree

For any other risk areas idestified by this authority adequale contJols existed llisi any otier risk areas on separate sheets i, needed ).

Date(s) internal audit unde.taken Name ofperson who carjed out the intema,audit

19 J,lNt 2-oL3
Siqnature of person who
canled outthe internal audit 'n.{ r,.:u,1,*t"-
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ln respect of Walkern Parish Council - HT0111

I $t*sp*ctit,r* rmsp*r:slhi$iti** *f {hm muqJit*r mxrJ th* authr:r'ity
Our responsibility as auditors to compleie a limited a$$urance review is set out by the NalionalAudit Offrce [NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it daes n*t ccnstilute an audit carried out in accordance with
lnternational Standards on Auditing {UK & lreland} and hence il does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would" The UK Government has determined that a lower level af assurance tl"ran that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels af spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible fsr reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountabiiity Return in accordance with NAO AuditorGuieianee Note 02 {AGN S2i as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available fram the NAO website - htps:llwww-nao.org.uklcode,audit-
practicelg u ida nse-and-i nformation-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governa*ce a*d Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

. summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023: and

. confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and respcnsibilities as external auditors.

ft frixt*rr:ml mu*itmr'm $ir:rit*d #$${.{r#fitr* # ini*s"t f##3lf*

3 ffixterrrml muditg:r c*r*ifl**t* 2*?X123
We certify that we have completed our review of $ections 1 a*d 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the LocalAudit and Accountabilig Act 2}1tr,fur the year ended 31
t\tlarch 2023.

External Auditor Name

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Acccuntability Return {AG,AR}. ifi our opinion the inforrnation in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Prcper Practices and no alher matters have come to our attentioir giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requiremenis have not been met.

Other rnatters not affecting our opinion which we draw tG the attention of the authority:

We not€ that the smaller authority did not camply with Regulalion L5 of the A{counts and Audit &egulations 2015 as it failed to make proper
provision during the year 2A23l24tor the exercise af public rights, since the correct information was nct published on a website. As a result, the
smailer authority must answer 'No' to Assertion 4 of the Annual Governance statemenltat 2073/24 and ensure that it makes proper provision
for the exercise of public rights during ?024125.

External Auditor Signalure
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